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THE PATTERNS OF MODERNITY
BACKGROUND

In the early to mid-20th century many artists and writers influenced by the rapid
industrialisation, new styles of architecture, such as Art Deco, Modernism and Cubism, and
the repetitive nature of people’s working lives, were inspired to create artworks and literature
that reflected geometric patterns. Writers such as T.S Eliot used repetition of words and
sentence structure to represent the cyclic, repetitive pattern of modern life.
Eliot’s famous poem “The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock” reflects through parallel sentence
structure and repetition, the mundane cyclical nature of life and its predictable patterns. This
is evident in the following excerpt from the poem.
And indeed there will be time
For the yellow smoke that slides along the street,
Rubbing its back upon the window-panes;
There will be time, there will be time
To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet;
There will be time to murder and create,
And time for all the works and days of hands
That lift and drop a question on your plate;
Time for you and time for me,
And time yet for a hundred indecisions,
And for a hundred visions and revisions,
Before the taking of a toast and tea.
Dutch artist M.C. Escher captured this thematic condemnation of a patterned existence by
incorporating patterns into his artworks stylistically. His avant-garde showcase of tessellating
shapes evokes feelings of the repeated patterns of our everyday lives. Take a look at the
Escher artworks below. What feelings do they evoke in you?

“Pegasus”
“Angels and Devils”
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“Day and Night”

THE TASK
Taking both thematic and stylistic inspiration from M.C. Escher’s works and T.S Eliot’s poem,
you are to craft your own interconnected artwork and poem that examines the cyclical nature
and repeated patterns of the human experience. Draw on your examination of the Escher
artworks and the excerpt from Eliot’s poems to craft your response.
You may choose to consider the following questions to ignite your creativity:
•

In what ways are cycles and patterns part of your life?

•

How is modern life a mundane cycle?

•

How can you bring M.C. Escher’s artistic style into three dimensions?

•

How can you use repetition of words and sentence structure in your poem like Eliot
has in his poem?

•

How can you connect the artwork and poem to convey a striking and provocative
statement?

GUIDELINES
•

You have sixty minutes to complete this task.

•

The poem and artwork must be closely connected symbolically and physically;
they cannot be on separate pieces of paper.

•

Take inspiration from the themes and style of the stimulus to develop your own
original work.

•

Refer to the marking criteria for further guidelines.
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MATERIALS
•

Three A4 sheets of paper.

•

One A4 sheet of cardboard.

•

Your own pencils, textas and/or crayons.

•

Your own sticky tape (use sparingly).

VIRTUAL COMPETITION
If you are competing virtually, please upload images and/or a video of your integrated artwork
and poem. Remember that this is all that your marker will see, so ensure your images and
video do justice to, and capture all aspects and functionality of your creation.

MARKING CRITERIA
Criteria

Skillful

Effective

Sound

Basic

Limited

Creativity and originality of artwork
and poem

10-9

8-7

6-5

4-3

2-1

Quality of writing and use or
repetition

5

4

3

2

1

Quality of artwork and use of
patterns and three dimensions

5

4

3

2

1

Thematic and stylstic exploration
of how patterns and cycles are
part of life

5

4

3

2

1

The close symbolic and physical
interconnection of the artwork and
poetry

5

4

3

2

1

Total

/30

4

